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C hris Vowles (pictured) was born 1946 in Worthing, 
West Sussex. Unfortunately, he never knew his mother, 
Kathleen Vowles as tragically, she died in childbirth due 
to a medical blunder. His father, a Canadian soldier 

serving in Britain during WWII, returned to Canada before Chris 
was born. His maternal aunt, who raised Chris, rarely talked of his 
father, as she blamed him for her sister’s death. Chris does, however, 
know that his mother, who worked in the local grocers, was also a 
singer and, along with her piano-playing brother, entertained the 
troops in the local hotels and pubs. The only information Chris 
was ever given about his father was that he was Canadian, possibly 
French Canadian, named Charles and was about 42. His uniform 
had been made from a smooth material, which could indicate he 
was an officer. 

Throughout his adult life, Chris endeavoured to trace his father, 
even having his DNA tested, a process that uncovered possible 

surname matches of Byers, 
Elliott, Irwin or Irvine. It 
was because of these efforts 
that, just over a year ago, he 
decided to set up a website, 
www.canadianrootsuk.
org, a resource that helps 
former children (who are 
now in their sixties) of 
Canadian servicemen, trace 
their families in Canada. In 
addition, families in Canada 
who know their father had 
a child while serving in the 
UK can attempt to find 
their respective half-brother or sister. Currently, the website receives 
100 to 150 hits a day from all over the world, resulting in many 
people who share Chris’s situation making contact in the hope of 
finding the family they have been denied. 

Chris points out that approximately 500,000 Canadian troops 
came to Britain during WWII, resulting in well over 40,000 mar-
riages and 28,000 births. In Worthing, there were 61 marriages 
involving one Canadian regiment alone, not to mention the other 
regiments that were stationed there during that period. 

Life was hard, no one knowing what was around the corner and, 
living day-to-day, relationships were formed between those who 
were single and married. Following the war many a young woman 
from Britain followed her husband, with a child or children, to 
Canada only to find that the marriage was bigamous or that their 
husband just could not be found. Having to make the difficult 
choice between returning to Britain and beginning a new life in a 
strange country, most returned to the UK. Those who stayed found 
life in Canada was not what they had expected, that comforts they 
had been used to in Britain did not exist in the wilds of Canada. 
Also, many wives were not welcomed by their husband’s family or 
by the community in which they now found themselves living in. 
Many marriages did not survive and the wife and children returned 
to her family in Britain. 

A single girl who became pregnant and tried to find her Canadian 
soldier boyfriend, on many occasions, found that he had been 
moved on by the regiment, leaving her to fend for herself during a 
time when there was a stigma attached to being an unwed mother. 
To compound problems, even if the name of the father was known, 
his name could not be entered on a birth certificate unless the 
parents were married or the father was present when the birth 
was registered. It is because of this and also Canada’s Privacy Act 
that tracing a father is very difficult and the passage of time further 
diminishes the possibility of finding him alive. 

Many a father has confessed on his deathbed or left papers al-
luding to a child being born in Britain during the war years. Many 
families from Canada have been in contact to help trace a half sibling 
in Britain. To date, Chris has successfully reunited 65 families. 
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